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INSPIRE

ESTABLISHED IN 1998, LOCKHART 
GARRATT HAS GROWN OVER THE 
YEARS, NOW OFFERING A FULL 
HOST OF SERVICES TO ITS 
CLIENTS. WE SPEAK TO DIRECTOR 
IAN DUDLEY ABOUT WHY THIS 
BENEFITS ITS CLIENTS, AND HOW 
LOCKHART GARRATT IS AHEAD OF 
THE BIODIVERSITY CURVE

W hen looking at Lockhart Garratt’s array of 

landscape architecture projects, you’d be 

fooled into thinking it has always offered 

this service. In reality, it started in 1998 

as a Forestry and Environmental Land Management 

consultancy, going on to provide services in ecology, 

arboriculture, land restoration, soils and, in 2005, green 

infrastructure, which has developed over the years into 

a full suite of landscape architecture services. 

The landscape architecture team of eight now has 

over 40 years’ combined expertise in landscape design, 

plus many more years’ experience across a wide range 

of associated landscape architecture services. It is this 

marriage of collective expertise that gives the company 

its edge. “The strength of our company lies in our ability 

to offer such a variety of services in combination,” 

explains Ian Dudley, director and head of landscape. 

Lockhart Garratt’s work is still very much informed by its 

roots. Its landscape architecture work comes with a deep 

understanding of the practical aspects of landscape 

management, establishment and maintenance. This 

means its schemes are suitable for their location, grow 

successfully and can be managed cost effectively in 

the future. 

Complementary design
At its current Duchy of Cornwall project at a private 

garden in Oxfordshire, these are the exact aims. 

Lockhart Garratt is creating a detailed landscape 

design for a new high quality large single dwelling. 

The design aims to incorporate high quality hard 

landscaped areas within the garden along with sculptural 

features, such as a rose arbour and topiary hedges. 

One of the key elements of the project is to design 

around the retention of an existing mature beech tree, 

using appropriate soft landscaping with both formal and 

naturalistic elements. New stone walling and adjacent 

planting will provide privacy to the garden, filtering views 
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from a nearby public footpath. The façade 

of the house has distinctive architectural 

character, and so the landscaping design will 

be low scale and formal to complement this. 

The planting will be sourced from local UK 

nurseries so that the team can ensure they 

comply with biosecurity measures – something 

which is important to Duchy of Cornwall. 

Multidisciplinary 
Established in 2006, Lockhart Garratt’s ecology 

service consists of a team of eight ecologists 

with a range of practical experience working 

with some of the most protected species, 

including great crested newts, bats and badgers.

The company has also invested in its soil 

service over the years through the career 

development of Robin Truslove, principal 

environmental consultant who is a professional 

soil scientist and a full member of the British 

Society of Soil Science. By providing the 

evidence base through sampling and chemical 

testing, Robin can help to support planning sign 

off and ensure that soft landscape designs have 

the best chance of successful establishment. He 

also provides agricultural land classification to 

distinguish best and most versatile land in 

strategic planning applications.

“We are fully equipped to take an end-to-end 

approach to our projects,” Ian tells us, “to design 

landscape in conjunction with our extensive 

ecology, arboriculture and soils expertise 

ensures cost effective and practical design, 

implementation and management solutions.”

Working on a recent project in Witney, West 

Oxfordshire, Lockhart Garratt provided a full 

suite of landscape planning and landscape 

architecture services in support of the 

proposed residential development of up to 495 

new homes. From the outset, the project was 

promoted as an exemplar, sustainable, 

landscape-led development with community at 

the forefront of its design. Lockhart Garratt was 

instrumental in promoting this landscape-led 

development approach with access to a wide 

variety of informal and formal open spaces to 

create new recreational areas for residents.

The scheme will promote health and 

wellbeing through the creation of leisure 

opportunities through the lower Windrush 

Valley. This will include an extensive network of 

new pedestrian and cycle routes. The ecological 

potential of the Windrush Valley will be realised 

through the creation of a mosaic of new and 

diverse lowland meadow and dryland habitats. 

New wetland reedbed habitat alongside the 

Windrush will offer substantial wildlife gain and 

At the St Paul’s House project in Oxford, the 

company was instructed by Lucy Developments 

Ltd to prepare RIBA Stage 3 design concepts for 

the proposed podium landscape. Formerly part 

of the Jericho Health Centre, this site was to be 

redeveloped for residential use. 

A concern of the Local Planning Authority 

was the need to enhance biodiversity. With this 

in mind, Lockhart Garratt developed the design 

concept to ensure a focus on improving the 

biodiversity by including a range of trees, 

shrubs, hedgerows and climbing species, 

and with a focus on planting for pollinators.

The result was a contemporary, high-quality 

landscape, making use of bold architectural lines 

and hard landscape features juxtaposed against 

a palette of softer shrub planting that creates 

texture and movement. The use of multi-

stemmed tree stock was also proposed to 

provide height and shade, and the use of natural 

stone boulders within paved and planted areas 

was promoted to add visual interest and break up 

the more designed, hard landscape elements.

Future
Though it already has experience in biodiversity 

net gain, Lockhart Garratt will continue to work 

closely with clients and the ecology team to 

ensure that it embeds a naturalistic approach 

within all its projects. Alongside this, Lockhart 

Garratt will be launching its new landscape 

portfolio and website, as well as a new natural 

capital service. 

Despite the current pandemic, Lockhart 

Garratt has managed to continue to provide 

its professional, solution-focused advice and 

maintain strong working relationships with 

all of its clients, making it optimistic about 

the future. 

provide flood betterment for the Cogges Estate.

“Our overarching landscape strategy sought 

to preserve, and where possible, enhance the 

existing green infrastructure,” Ian explains. 

“Careful consideration has been given to ensure 

that the proposals are in keeping with the 

existing landscape character and habitat 

features of merit, preserving these within the 

framework of a Garden Village Development.” 

A goal which no doubt informs his role as vice 

chair of the East Midlands Branch of the 

Landscape Institute (LI) and seat on the LI’s 

National Environmental Standards Group. 

Biodiversity net gain
Another benefit to having all this expertise in 

the company is the ease that will come as the 

industry transitions its design approach to 

align with the biodiversity net gain agenda.

Lockhart Garratt’s ecology team has been 

developing skills in the emerging biodiversity 

net gain assessment space and has undertaken 

comprehensive training with the landscape team 

to develop a collective understanding. It is in the 

process of reorganising its offices to ensure 

stronger working relationships between its 

landscape architects and ecologist, and to ensure 

a cohesive approach to biodiversity net gain.  

“We can achieve a seamless integration 

between these different environmental 

disciplines to build upon the green 

infrastructure-led approach we have taken 

for the last 15 years,” Ian tells us. “With the 

way that policy is going at a national level, that 

increased focus on the integration of ecology 

within development schemes and landscape 

design makes it critically important. The 

principles of biodiversity net gain, which will 

shortly become mandatory, are cost effectively 

integrated into projects at the earliest 

possible opportunity.”

WE ARE FULLY EQUIPPED TO 
TAKE AN END-TO-END APPROACH

TO OUR PROJECTS

INSPIRE

1  Vision of a multi-functional linear park
2    Water presents opportunities for ecological gain
3   Working in domestic holiday sector, we experienced 

interacting with sensitive and valued landscapes
4    Trees add seasonality, visual interest and summer 

shade, as well as habitat to a range of species
5     Lockhart Garratt’s new design portfolio is available 

upon request
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